Problems in the care management of the aging patient: legal, financial and practical implications.
The graying of America poses many challenges to the dental professional. As the population ages, most dental practices are experiencing growth in percentage of older people served. The dental practitioner must be on the alert to special problems associated with the treatment of the older patient. Failure to identify these common concerns may result in patient non-compliance, failure to achieve treatment goals and heightened risk of malpractice. In addition, dental professionals who are aware of the multiplicity of factors that impact the aging process can better promote their own successful aging. This article focuses on identifying some of the key "hidden" issues typically facing older patients which can adversely impact dental treatment; and, practical techniques for managing these problem areas. Also covered are common financial and social concerns associated with aging and suggestions for how dental professionals can avoid complications from compounding in their own lives.